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electricity, &c. for the accomplishment 
of physical revolutions—for the purpose 
of preparing a new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness, which shall be a fit home 
for che Holy City, the New Jerusalem, 
which -is coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared asa bride adorned for 
her husband. What can be more stimu- 
lating to' the energies of a son of God, 
than the privilege of participating with 
God in the work of evolving this new 
creation? If men, whose hearts are cramp- 
ed and chilled by the withering frost of 
egotism, can accomplish such mighty 
changes in the physical world, as we see 
around us, what could they not do, act- 
ing freely and harmoniously under the 
full sweep of the inspiration of that 
mighty power which raised Christ from 
the dead?’ They do not lack energy: to 
combine in small companies to build a 
railroad ; why then should we fear that they 
would be lazy if the whole race were to 
combine in one great company, with Jesus 
Christ for their President, with the enter- 
prise before them of turning this world 
into a paradise? Laziness is the last thing 
to be feared as the outgrowth of Commun- 
ism. It is only under the curse that men 
are liable to corrupt and enervate them- 
selves with luxury and idleness, and in it 
we see evidence of God’s goodness in pla- 
cing obstructions in the way of procuring 
the means of self-indulgence. This pre- 
caution is necessary so long as the power 
of a diabolical spirit is at work in human 
nature; but when Christ has purged out 
that poison, shall we say that men must 
not go into Community for fear that they 
will be lazy? Fear of Communism on 
this ground, amounts to an accusation of 
God—charging him with not being able 
or willing to save men from laziness, with- 
out the help of the devil to make them 
selfish. It utterly ignores the promise of 
God, that there shall be no more curse. 
Wallingford, July, 1843. Hu. 4. 8. 
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Unity better than Independence. 

In vain we search the Bible for evi- 
dence that will establish the modern phi- 
losophy of individual sovereignty, and 
hence we are led to conclude that its 
claims are not founded on faith, and the 
Bible, but on reason and science, falsely 
so called, Jesus Christ’s individual sov- 
ereignty was not what we may call abso- 
lute. When the mother of Zebedee’s 
children came to him, and desired him to 
grant that her two sons might sit the one 
on his right hand, and the other on his 
left in his kingdom;. he answered her 
and said, ‘It is not mine to give, but it 
shall be given to them for whom it was 
prepared by my Father.’ In another talk 
he said, ‘My Father is greater than I;’ 
and in answer to the inquiries of his dis- 
ciples in regard to the time of his Second 
Coming and the destruction of Jerusalem, 
he said, ‘of that day and hour knoweth 
no man, no not the angels, neither the Son, 
but the Father.’ 

We may rely upon it, that if we follow 
Christ’s example, and be obedient to him, 
as he was to the Father, we shall obtain 
as he did, all the power and good that is 
desirable in the principle of individual 
sovereignty. If we have not individual 
sovereignty in an absolute sense, that does 
not deprive us of the freedom and rights 
we have as joint-heirs with Christ. The 
air, the water, and the sun-light, we 
breathe, drink and enjoy in common; and 
individual sovereignty cannot give us more 
right to those things than we now have. 
This may be taken as an illustration of 
what we shall freely enjoy in all things, 
when Christ’s sovereignty is universally 


in this world. Who ther will suffer them- 
selves to be deceived by the superficial, 
bait of worldly individual sovereignty ? 
Paul’s faith in Christ, as the rightful 
sovereign of this world and Hades, is thus 
beautifully expressed: ‘He must reign 
till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy that shall be de- 
stroyed is death. And when all things 
shall be subdued unto him, then shall 
the Son also himself be subject unto him 
that put all things under him, that God 
may be all in all.’ Cor. 15: 25, 26, 28. 
From the language of Christ’s prayer, 
we infer that the wnity of his followers, 
and not their individual sovereignty, is to 
be the divme mark, whereby they will be 
distinguished from the world. Life dwell- 
ing in life, is the mystery of the gospel. 
‘Christ in us the hope of glory,’ was Paul’s 
theme, and it is ours; and it is his life 
that we feel, which flows from heart to 
heart, independent of space or personal 
presence. In unity we have strength, 
not only physically, but spiritually; and 
the bond of love that exists between 
Christ and his members cannot be broken. 
Separate the members of our body, on 
the principle of individual sovereignty, 
and how long should we live? And yet 
taking a view in the light of eternity, 
this is the actual state of isolated, selfish 
life. But let unity, and the Community- 
spirit take the place of isolation, and we 
should soon see a standing miracle of life 
and health. G. M. 
Oneida, July 23, 1853. 
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Things at the Crystal Palace. 
First, the building itself is perhaps the object 
best worth seeing in the whole collection, and 
will surprise new visitors withits size, fine pro- 
portions, the beauty of its materials, and its deco- 
rations. There isa moral meaning in the crea- 
tion of these glass temples of industry—just the 
opposite of that which would be reflected from a 
great battle. They are Palaces of the People— 
symbols of Democracy and Fraternity as_ well as 
of Peace. A Communist, above all others, feels 
at home in them—the spirit and genius of the 
structure is consonant with all his feelings, and 
he involuntarily appropriates the grand features 
of the scene as a prophecy to the future of social- 
ism. ‘What asplendid affair, he says to him- 
self, ‘would this be for a Community.’ The idea, 
we think, belongs to Communism, is adapted to 
it, and in the future will yield all its beauties and 
benefits te the realization of Community homes. 
To those who remember Christ’s prayer, ‘ that 
they all may be one,’ these Crystal Palaces will 
be an eloquent token of its coming fulfillment on 
the earth, as it has already been fulfilled in hea- 
ven. 

On entering, we first take an impression of the 
place as a whole, in which the building, with its 
lofty but light and graceful frame-work, its far- 
stretching galleries and majestic dome, forms a 
principal part. Then casting a more particular 
view at our surroundings, we find ourselves in 
the midst of an indefinite sea of things, and final- 
ly as the attention narrows its scope, it fixes upon 
the Sculpture, which is placed here and there con- 
spicuously in the show, as a grateful and natural 
object upon which to rest. How it is with others 
we cannot say; but for us there is a particular 
charm in these wrought representations of the 
human form. The Statues are the first things 
that arrest our interest on entering, and the last 
from which we turn on leaving. 

‘But, says your extra virtuous individual, 
‘they are-many of them in a state of nudity that 
is offensivé to modesty.’ Can’t help it, we say ; 
they represent our forms nearly as God made 
them, and as long as man is the divine master- 
piece, and lis body clothes an immortal soul, des- 
tined to associate with angels in the bliss of hea- 
ven, so long no artificial notions of modesty, 
(derived in fact from its opposite,) will prevent 
the natural admiration which springs spontane- 
ously from the soul at the sight of a beautiful 
man or woman cut in marble. Your most deter- 
mined prude would not dare to insinuate a moral 
objection, in the actual presence of the * Greek 
Slave,’ or the ‘Eve,’ in this Exhibition; there is 





acknowledged, and selfishness is destroyed 


an involuntary solemnity and sincerity imposed 


on the beholder, (as though some thoughtin com- 
mon drew him for the time being into nearer fellow- 
ship with God,) which makes evil imaginations 
stand back. The devil himself, we should sup- 
pose, would stand back, silent and abashed, from 
such a presence. And yet there are probably 
those who will affect to consider themselves of- 
fended on the score of modesty by these statues. 
One paper, speaking of the Exhibition, says, 
“There are some fine marble statues by Italian 
artists, but the figures being mostly nude, we 
saw they were avoided by our American females.” 
We saw nothing of the kind; and do not believe 
it is true, so far at least as the most sensible and 
refined class of visitors is concerned. Of others, 
the light and superficial, who live by the breath 
of fashion, and are always ready to sacrifice sin- 
cerity to public observation, the writer’s remark 
may be well founded. For our part, we hke the 
statues—we believe that almost every body likes 
them—that they are legitimate objects of art— 
calculated to improve the morals and refine the 
taste; and we shall be glad to see put down the 
unreasonable hypocrisy which would ignore or 
affect to contemn them. 





Purifying Processes. 

There are many good points of comparison be- 
tween Association on our principle, and the Wa- 
ter-Cure. The purpose of both is to cleanse per- 
sons, to clear poison out of the human system, 
and give health and purity; one having in view 
to cure sin—the other, disease. In their opera- 
tions, both seek to deal with the life, and not 
with superficial symptoms; both propose to puri- 
fy the blood, and strengthen the vital energy.— 
The progressive nature of the Water-cure corres- 
ponds to the process of salvation from sin, which 
is silent and gradual. The Water-cure applies 
its purifications internally and externally, and 
this agrees with Christ’s method of curing sin by 
his Spirit and word. His Spirit is received inter- 
nally, and his word is an outward washing. In 
our school, these two agencies are represented by 
what we call the Community-spirit, and criticism. 
The Community-spirit and criticism in combina- 
tion are the cleansing element of Association, 
corresponding to the water in which the patients 
at the Water-cure are almost literally soaked. 

This analogy between the two institutions in 
the object they are seeking, and the method they 
adopt, holds good in the features of the result, or 
the appearances produced, by a regular course of 
treffment. We cannot find any better illustra- 
tion of familiar experience in our school, than the 
phenomena accompanying a course of Water-cure 
treatment. Suppose a person who is in a chronic 
state of disorder, enters upon this course. The 
first effect of his new manner of life—his bathing 
and exercise and regulated diet—is very likely to 
be pleasant and refreshing. He feels better, and 
is conscious of a general invigoration of his sys- 
tem. He may go on in this way some time with 
a delightful sense of improvement ; but at last he 
is taken down with what is called a crisis—he 
breaks out in boils or something of that kind; 
and has a distressing experience, in which, if he 
listened to his sensations he would imagine he 
was worse off than before he tried the cure, His doc- 
tors however, rejoice when this-crisis arrives, and 
consider it the most favorable symptom he could 
have. The philosophy of the matter seems to be this: 
By the various methods which the Water-cure 
prescribes, and the influence of new circumstan- 
ces, the patient in the first stages is silently in- 
troducing new life intu his system. The poison 
in his blood, which is the cause of his disorder, is 
not immediately displaced, but subsides into qui- 
escence for the time, and the process of invigora- 
tion goes on, accompanied with pleasant sensa- 
tions and refreshing symptoms of improvement.— 
But at length the new life gets strong enough to 
act upon the offensive, and commenees a struggle 
with the disease, and.expels it. This is the mean- 
ing of the crisis. The process may be compared 
to the taking of a fort by contriving to introduce 
the besiegers, one by one, ina peaceable, diplo- 
matic way, till there isa body of them strong 
enough within, to turn about and expel the old 
possessors. 

This is a complete illustration of Community 
experience, practically and philosophically. When 
a person joins our school, he comes into a good at- 
mosphere—the influences that surround him are 
healthy and invigorating, and a great variety of 
things are at work introducing new life into his 
system, in a moderate, silent way. Symptoms of 
evil subside—he feels happy and thankful, and 
sure that he is improving. But by and by, the 
new life is strong enough to commence aggression 





on the evil in his nature, which for the time has 





been quiescent, but not displaced; and then he 
has a turn of miserable, difficult, severe experience 
—in which he is ready to think his state was ney- 
er so bad before. Thatis, he has a crisis—the 
immediate sensations of which are extremely dis- 
agreeable. But there is no sign more encouraging, 
The mortifying discoveries of evil which torment 
him are like the boils which afflict the Water-cure 
patient—the secret poison in his spirit has worked 
out to the surface: he is naturally more sengj- 
ble of its presence and detestable nature than ever 
before ; but it is in a hopeful way of expulsion 
and he never had more reason to think he was re- 
ally improving. 

We do not know whether this process is repeat- 
ed in the Water-cure, and patients experience 
more than one crisis: but we do not get through 
into perfect salvation without many such crises, 
We have seasons in which our fellowship with 
the Community-spirit is free and joyful—we im- 
bibe it, and bathe in it, and feel stimulated and 
strengthened; but ata certain stage, this new 
life and strength that we have gained is sure to 
provoke a battle with whatever is contrary to it 
in our nature, and generally some desperate symp- 
toms attend the struggle. 

This illustration and philosophy, should comfort 
those who hardly know what to make of their 
transitions from peace and joy to condemnation 
and distress. The very things which tempt them 
to think they are going back, are a sign that they 
are going forward. There is no going back, from 
the commencement of the process of salyation.— 
The crises of suffering are the operation of life 
and health, as much as the happy sensations we 
enjoy. The last are produced by the life flowing 
in; the first by its expelling death. 

This is our faith—that the Community-spirit 
is a medicine which will search out the devil's 
poison in our natures, to the very slightest tinc- 
ture of it that remains. No matter how secret or 
insensible the disease, the Community-spirit will 
search it out, corner it up, struggle with it, and 
expel it. H. 





Correspondence of The Circular, 
Gardening at Oneida=--Prospects-=-Love-token. 
Oneida Commune, July 27, 1853. 
Dear Frienps: 

Last evening we had a financial report and 
talk. The amount sold from the garden was re- 
ported, and we have had good success so far— 
selling without difficulty all that we offer. The 
peddlers say that we could dispose of double the 
amount that we raise now—that many families 
say they would not attempt to have a garden of 
their own if they could depend upon us for their 
vegetables; it is cheaper for them, and they had 
rather buy a mess of peas, for instance, than to 
stop their business to go and pick them. Even 
farmers say this. 

The results from our gardening operations are 
very encouraging, and show that Horticulture will 
surely supplant ordinary farming in Association, 
Since we commenced marketing this season, we 
have sold $250 dollars’ worth, mostly vegetables. 
When our fruit-trees come to bearing, as they will] 
in two or three years, the income from them will 
be no small item. They begin to bear considera- 
ble now, so that we have some for market, besides 
a bountiful supply for ourselves. We shall have 
quite a respectable harvest of plums, notwith- 
standing the ravages of that universal foe, the 
curculio,—thanks to the vigilance of Mr. Thacker 
and his corps of gardeners, who have waged un- 
remitting war against them. It has been their 
custom tv be up by sunrise, or before. and while 
the curculio is stiff from the night-chill, jar him 
off with the fruit he has stung, on sheets held 
underneath, and destroy insect and eggs in the 
fire. This was done from the first appearing of 
the insect, nearly every morning till the fruit was 
beyond being injured by it. It isa great satis- 
faction to see the faithfulness and readiness man- 
ifested in this and other similar cases, requiring 
continued attention. Money could not hire the 
skill and faithfulness which is secured by the 
Community spirit. 

As we talked of these things, we remembered 
Brooklyn and the interests of the Circular, and 
that all these beautiful fruits grow out of the 
principles of Heavenly Communism to which the 
Circular is devoted; and it was proposed to send 
you a love-token of $25. This was heartily re- 
spondedto. Then the stat e of things at the Grist 
mill was reported. Here we found our expect- 
ations exceeded, and it was proposed to add $25 
more to the token. This was more heartily res- 
ponded to than the first. So you will find en- 
closed $50. Yours for the Sovereignty of Jesus 
Christ, Onerpa. 
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ComMUNISM IN THE Hay-F1eELp.—In answer to 
our inquiry of friends a week or two since, how 
Communism operates in the hayfield,—Oneida 
writes that haying has gone off there this season, 
with peculiar zest ; so that they were almost sor- 
ry when it was done. We imagine one secret is, 
that the fair part of the Community, are not so 
fair but that with their short dresses and rustic 
habits, they are good help in the hay-field. The 
Putney Community report quite as sanguine—hav- 
ing had good luck—all that farmers could ask—in 
weather, &c. They finished up their haying with 
apic-nic. The family gathered under the shade 
of a large maple tree, spread a table-cloth on the 
grass, and partook of a supper, while the last load 
rested on the cart near by, and the haying 
implements were staked for the last time.— 
Our correspondent says: “We were reminded of 
Christ’s miracle of feeding the multitude, how he 
commanded them ‘to sit down on the ground, 
and we read the account with much interest.— 
We thought truly there must have been ‘much 
grass in the place,’ to seat 5000 men; and the 
fact that Christ could satisfy the hunger of so 
many from ‘five barley loaves and two small 
fishes,’ quickened our perception of the power and 
love that accompanied him through life, and in his 
death and resurrection. After singing one or two 
hymns, we returned home, grateful to God for 
the blessings of Community-life, and with a re- 
newed purpose to help the advancement of the 
gospel in the world.” H. 





Tue Navy Temper.—Commodore Stringham, of 
the Navy, as report goes, has stirred up quite a 
breeze among the Austrianand Turkish officials at 
Smyrna. The dispute was about a Hungarian 
refugee, who was seized by a band of Austrians, 
and carried on board one of their ships of war in 
the harbor. Commodore Stringham, believing 
him to be an adopted American citizen, visited the 
ship and demanded to see him. This request was 
evaded by the Austrian officer, under pretense 
that the prisoner was not in their possession.— 
Commodore Stringham, having tracked the case 
anew, visited the ship a second time, with the 
American Consul, and then addressed to the Aus- 
trian Commander the following spicy remark :— 

“Your Lieutenant, Sir, has lied! The meanest 
cabin boy in the American service would not be 
guilty of such cowardice.” 

The prisoner was thereupon produced, and 
questioned by the Commodore and Consul, but 
failed for some reason to place himself under the 
protection of the American flag. The Commodore 
could do nothing but leave him as he was; _ but 
afterwards, becoming satisfied that the man was 
really an American citizen, he sent to the Austri- 
an brig as she was making preparations to depart, 
a message, that “as they had on board a prisoner, 
carried off by force from a foreign independent 
territory, and who had sworn allegiance to the 
Government of the United States, he should feel 
it his duty to insist upon the brig remaining un- 
der his guns, until he received instructions from 
Constantinople, and if any attempt were made to 
depart, he would at once fire into the brig.” 

The affair, conducted with so much spirit on 
the part of the American Commodore, occasioned 
much excitement among the residents of Smyrna, 
and Jed to a riot in which an Austrian midship- 
man lost his life. Sharp correspondence ensued 
between the authorities of the different Govern- 
ments, and there will be much curiosity to know 
the result. 


Liberalism in Russia. 

Russia occupies now a leading, and it is thought 
by many a threatening position in the world.— 
Uneasy glances are cast at her prodigious extent 
and resources, and what is deemed the consolida- 
ted strength of her Government. The Czar 
stands as the genius and protector of absolutism 
—now heading the alliance against liberty in 
France—now interfering against the popular 
movement in Italy—and anon throwing the 
weight of his armies into the scale against the 
revolted Hungarians. Russia is known to be 
aggressive—pressing down like some vast glacier 
upon the rest of Europe—taking territory as she 
advances from time to time, but never going back. 
Poland has been crushed and absorbed; Circas- 
sia is in the process, and now also Turkey is being 
crowded to the wall. 

It is a matter of some interest to Europe and 
the world, to know the interior state and charac- 
ter of this immense power. If, as has been usu- 
ally supposed, the Czar and his people are one, 
so that the whole energies of the nation can be 
wielded against free movements, then the pros- 
pects, in Europe particularly, are dark enough; 











liberty every where, and even to swallow up, one 
by one, the other nations. But recent observers 
say that there is another side to the picture; 
that secretly a popular movement is beginning in 
Russia, and that the armies of the Czar are now 
more formidable to the tyranny of their master 
than against hberty in Europe. The following, 
from a well-written article in the Tribune, we 
have thought worth transcribing, for its informa- 
tion on this subject. It will be seen that if Rus- 
sia becomes imbued with a free spirit, her influ- 
ence would be as potent for progress and blessing 
among the nations, as otherwise it would be 
dreaded as a curse. Thus Christ causes light to 
spring up in darkness, and turns threatening into 
grace : 
Russia as it Is. 

Whatever may be the external appearances, the 
spirit among the army, and principally among the 
officers, does not consist in an absolute worship of 
despotism, as is rather generally believed. An un- 
interrupted breath of liberal aspirations is active 
there. Most of the officers feel deeply the iron 
yoke of despotism crushing them and the country. 
The number of fanatics and idolaters of Czarism, 
atany price, is rather a minority, and the bulk 
would willingly assist in getting rid of it. The 
conspiracy of 1821, and above all that of 1825, were 
initiated by the army and most extensively spread 
init. In 1888 and 1839 more than two hundred 
officers of one single corps were engaged in a con- 
spiracy. It was discovered, and a number of the 
officers punished, but the affair was hushed up.— 
Who knows, whether the present warlike and 
quarrelsome attitude taken by the Emperor in the 
Turkish question, is not a necessity forced on him 
by some vast conspiracy or uneasiness in the 
army, which must thus be kept busy some way or 
other, and its energy directed or expended in 
some other channel? A war withthe Turks al- 
ways has a more national character than any 
other war whatever, and is exceedingly well cal- 
culated to kindle intensely the religious as well as 
the Panslavistic ardor of the nation, and of the 
army, and thus curb and subdue its disquiet spir- 
it. Such reasons contributed eminently to the 
war of 1828. 

Officers quartered and disseminated in the 
country are in immediate and continual contact 
with the nation, the people, and can clearly see 
where resides the source of the evil. With this, the 
reading of liberal books when they can get them. 
forms their greatest relish. They crave for the 
forbidden fruit, and, as far as possible, they try to 
satisfy this craving. Further, they generally are 
not at all pleased with the part forced on them, 
of being the props and knight-errants of despot- 
ism in other European countries, of being the extin- 
guishers of light and the owls of civilization.— 
The feeling of a genuine Panslavism, aiming at an 
internal disenthrallment of the fatherland, is more 
generally alive and spread among them, than is 
agreeable to the Czar. ThisPanslavisin is for begin- 
ning the work at home, previous to attracting and 
aggregating the smaller kindred Slavic bodies. 
The existence of a liberal spirit among the Rus- 
sian officers, was strikingly evinced during the 
late Hungarian war. Notwithstanding the Mag- 
yars showed themselves as deadly enemies of the 
Slavic element and independent nationality, as 
the Austrians and Germans could have been, still, 
as their cause was tinted with liberalism, the 

tussian officers never missed an occasion to show 
their partiality for the cause against which they 
were fighting, and their most decided contempt 
for the Austrians. ‘They never met socially, never 
fraternized with these allies. No Austrian officer 
could show his face among the Russians, under 
the penalty of being instantly kicked out from 
any place of public resort frequented by them.— 
This took place continually during the campaign, 
and it was even rumored that sometimes, on the 
battle-fields, the Russians, drawn up in line away 
from the Austrians, fired, for the sake of fun, 
whole volleys into them instead of against the 
Magyars. 

The Russian officers would willingly wish to 
become the means, even the promoters, of a po- 
litical—nay, even of a social, internal emancipa- 
tion. But they can neither combine together 
into unity of purpose and of action, nor even com- 
municate together in large numbers, without run- 
ning the greatest personal dangers. They are 
watched over, surrounded by spies, and any 
attempt on their part will always be thwarted by 
the treachery of some individual among them, or 
wrecked against the impossibility of acting united. 
The dawn of emancipation will not rise in those 
quarters, but its rising may be accelerated and 
facilitated through their interference. When that 
blessed hour appears on the dial of time, their 
duty will be—and many already understand it 
so—not to oppose the rising of the peasants, of 
the people at large ; not to quench, but to extend 
the action of the purifying fire. 

The most conspicuous mark of the Russian 
army in general—that of the officers as well as of 
the soldiers—is, that they never consider them- 
selyes as an excrescence in the nation, distinct or 
superior to the bulk of the people. They do not 
look on the quality of a citizen as something be- 
low them ; quite the contrary. This is in itself a 
mighty pledge for the future. Officers and soldiers 
both, anxiously look for the moment when they 
can get rid of the thraldom of the red collar, and 
return to private life, as citizens or laborers. Of- 
ficers, if they cannot help themselves otherwise, 
prefer to change the military for the civil service. 
They do not share the mean and contemptible no- 
tion of the officers of other Eurcpean armies, as, 





the power of Russia is sufficient to extinguish 


for example, the Prussians, French, etc., that the 





red collar and military coat is something superior 
in position and honor to the common existence of 
the rest of the nation. We mean by the above, 
principally officers of the pure Russian blood.— 
They know themselves as well as those of other 
armies, to be the trustees of what is called falsely 
the national honor, but this feeling is intimately 
blended in them with the love of country, of which 
for many of them the Czar is not the personifica- 
tion, but only a temporary and transient particle. 
When the time will come, this distinction between 
Czarism and the fatherland, will become more clear 
and prominent, and then despotism will stand 
powerless and abandoned by the majority. Sus- 
tained now by cowardly conservatives of both 
hemispheres, its much admired discipline will then 
be of no avail. 

If the officers thus preserve the feeling of citi- 
zenship, much more is it the case with common 
soldiers. More miserable, more oppressed by the 
drill, the discipline, and crushed by it, living in 
poverty and destitution, their position is far more 
helpless than would be that of a serf under the 
most reckless master. For the soldier the long 
years of service are but a daily, nay hourly, iron 
servitude. Thus nothing separates him from the 
destiny of the peasant, of the serf. He remains 
always the serf’s brother, and both, however, in 
a different way, bear on their necks the heavy 
pressure of caste and despotism. And the change 
is not for the better for the soldier. His feelings 
remain exclusively with the people. Thus even 
when brought into foreign countries, the Russiar. 
soldier is the least unreasonable in his claims, the 
easiest to be satisfied, and if he remains for even 
a short time in the same place, he identifies him- 
self instantly with the poorest classes among whom 
he dwells. During the occupation of France after 
the battle of Waterloo, the difference between the 
good-natured kindness of the Russian, and the 
particularly arrogant manner of the Prussian or 
the English soldiers was felt by the French. The 
Russian was easily satisfied with the commonest 
fare shared with the host, whose labors he also 
shared sometimes in the field, but most generally 
about the house. Often it happened, that moth- 
ers going to work in the fields, left the house, the 
children, and nurslings under the care of the north- 
ern barbarian, who turned a faithful and careful 
nurse. 

At home the soldier is soul and body the broth- 
er of the peasant. In the military service, the pres- 
sure of caste weighs upon him more strongly than 
in his former state. The common soldier knows 
well he does not carry in his knapsack “the mar- 
shal’s staff,” as the military French proverb says, 
since the great revolution. Nay, he does not even 
carry in it the simple epaulette of a second lieu- 
tenant. No bright homzon opens before him in 
becoming soldier, except an exuberant number of 
corporal punishments. As asoldier he is hourly 
reminded that he belongs to the oppressed, and 
the line between them is not broken. Having 
common misfortunes, he shares their hopes for a 
better, if even a distant future. Thus their mu- 
tual destiny is inseparable. 

From this brief but true outline of the charac- 
teristics of the Russian army, of its officers as 
well as its soldiers, it can be conceived that in ve- 
lation to internal questions, the army has a wholly 
different bearing from that generally attributed to 
it out of Russia. In the eventuality of a rise of 
peasants, burghers, or serfs, the army will not so 
easily become a tool for depression as those of 
some other countries have proved themselves to 
be. With the exception of a party of guards 
quartered in St. Petersburg, and mostly in bar- 
racks, and where the relations between the inhab- 
itants and the soldiers cannot be of the same con- 
fidential nature as are those in the country, there 
is little doubt on what side the soldier will be 
found in case of any general insurrection. Neith- 
er the Emperor, his councillors nor the nobility 
at large have any doubt about it. And the more 
distant comparatively that moment may be, the 
more assured is the codperation of the soldier 
with the people, for in the same proportion the 
anti-Czarian spirit of the officers will increase or 
extend. Each successive generation becomes 
more and more saturated with healthy opinions 
and discerning love of the fatherland. Thus des- 
potism as well as the privileges of caste, become 
more and more undermined. Even in these lat- 
ter years there have been cases where the soldiers 
refused to fire against partially revolted serfs.— 
From their consciences they could not condemn 
them, and they could not become murderers.— 
And further, every time when the officers and 
soldiers come in contact with Europe, they bring 
home notions not at all congenial to despotism, 
and to the social relations existing there. They 
become infested with poison. The officer, like 
the greater part of the nobility, wishes for so- 
called constitutional liberty as a relaxation and 
shelter against despotism ; the soldier wishes for 
the more simple and natural liberty, of emanci- 
pation from the overburdening privilege. Both 
of them return dissatisfied with existing institu- 
tions, and crave for a change. ‘Thus after the 
campaigns against Napoleon in 1813-14-15, all the 
conspiracies were spread by the army. The mas- 
ses which served to crush the Magyars, traversed 
such regions as Gallicia and parts of Slavonia, in- 
inhabited by kindred tribes, speaking a similar 
dialect, and nearly connected by the religious tie. 
And in 1849, there they found the peasants newly 
emancipated from a kind of serfdom, the robot or 
vallainage, of varied and more or less oppressive 
nature. All the dependence between the noble- 
man or master and the peasant was annihilated. 
The Russians saw there the peasants enjoying 
political liberties—electing members of the gen- 
eral diet, and participating thus in the general 
legislation of the country, courted by the Govern- 
ment as well as by the nvbility. Can it be be- 





lieved that such an example could be lost, and 
that the Russian masses on their return home 
were not living bearers of a new creed, or at least 
narrators of new and joyous stories, at the hearths 
of the oppressed serfs? The like things and 
events once seen can no more be eradicated from 
the recollection, nor their propagation stopped by 
any earthly means. The ways and means of the 
genius of liberty and emancipation are numberless 
and various. The army, looked on today as the 
most powerful engine of Czarism, will sooner or 
later burst in its hands, and turn against it and 
against the pillars by which it is supported. Hope 
is not only not lost for Russia, but on the contra- 
ry it is rising—it is on the increase. 
PansLavist. 





FOR THE CIRCULAR, 
Confession of Faith. 

In reading the conversation of our Savior with 
Martha, the sister of Lazarus, whom he raised 
from the dead, it has appeared to me there was 
more direct testimony from him on the doctrine 
of deliverance from death, in that conversation, 
than in any other part of his teaching, and perhaps 
in-any other Scripture. I will try to make out 
something like a confession of what I believe 
about it. 

Said Martha to Jesus, ‘Lord if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died.’ Jesus saith unto 
her, ‘Thy brother shall rise again.’ Martha saith 
to him, ‘I know he shall rise again at the resur- 
rection at the last day,’ (probably referring to 
Christ’s teachings recorded in the 6th chap.. where 
he speaks of the ‘last day’ four or five times.) 
Jesus said unto her—‘I am the resurrection and 
the life; he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou 
this?’ Asifhe had said, “You are not to look for- 
ward to some future ‘last day” ‘I am the resur- 
rection and the life” and now whosoever * liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die.’ You believe 
ina future resurrection of the last day, but do 
you believe in me as a present salvation from the 
power of death?” ‘To this she makes rather an 
evasive answer—‘ Yea Lord, I believe that thou 
art the Christ, the Son of God, that should come 
into the world.’ From what she said at the grave. 
when Christ commanded the stone to be taken 
away, it is apparent she still doubted his power, 
and her unbelief called forth a rebuke— Said I 
not unto thee, that if thou wouldst believe thou 
shouldst see the glory of God? 

Tam under astrong conviction that our Lord 
meant to be understood literally, and as making a 
declaration on this subject as emphatic as he had 
ever done, in relation to his Second Coming. For 
myself I wish to make the confession, that I be- 
lieve he is the resurrection and the life, and 
the only reason why death has so long reigned 
over the world, is because the salvation which 
was wrought out 1800 years ago, has not been 
believed. P.N. 





FOR THE CIRCULAR. 
Resurrection Fruit. 

In contemplating God’s goodness to 
me, in making me acquainted with the 
truth, and its beneficial results upon my 
life and character, I am constrained to 
acknowledge it publicly. 

Previous to my acquaintance with the 
writings of Mr. N., and my connection 
with the Association, I was the subject 
of much ill health, and worldly care and 
anxiety, and to all appearance I had seen 
my best days, and the spirit of old age, 
was fastening itself upon me. But the 
spirit therein revealed, that the day of 
miracles was not past, met a hearty re- 
sponse in my heart—I believed and ac- 
cepted it, and amnowenjoying the blessed 
fruits of it. My health is restored, to- 
gether with the buoyancy and vigor of 
my youth, and instead of feeling that I 
have seen my best days, and that I am 
too old to learn, I feel that I have but 
just begun my education, and can take 
hold of study with more ambition than 
in my youth. I know that the spirit of 
the resurrection is a spirit of improve- 
ment; for whenever I find myself engaged 
in learning some new thing, however small, 
then I find the resurrection-life of Christ 
at work in me. I know that the spirit 





of old age lies in old habits; and the more 
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we forsake the rut of routine, the more 
we get out of the spirit of our old life, 
and the resurrection-life of Christ takes 
its place. I perceive that the spirit ot 
youth and the spirit of improvement are 
intimately connected—that the taste for 
learning new things, is in the child-nature, 
and that one way to become like little 
children is to return to their fresh, lively 
appetite for learning new things. I find 
this appetite the source of my greatest 
delight, and encourage and give place to 
it in the smallest things, because I know 
it is the spirit of the resurrection, 

I find it difficult to get language to 
express my thankfulness to God, for the 
benefit I have received through Mr, N’s. 
writings and the Community school. 

8. H. Hamittroy. 





{Somebody tells his story simply and musically in the follow- 
ing. Let those who think they can make a better answer to 
the great question, try:—] 

What I Live For. 
I live for those that love me, 
For those I know are true, 
For the heaven that smiles above me, 
And awaits my spirit too; 
For all human ties that bind me, 
For the task my God assign’d me, 
For the bright hopes left behind me, 
And the good that I can do. 
I live to learn their story, 
Who suffered for my sake, 
To emulate their glory, 
And follow in their wake: 
Bards, martyrs, patriots, sages, 
The noble of all ages, 
Whose deeds crowd history’s pages, 
And Time’s great volume make. 
I live to hail that season, 
By gifted minds foretold, 
When men shall live by reason, 
And not alone by gold— 
When man to man united, 
And every wrong thing righted, 
The whole world shall be lighted, 
As Eden was of old. 
I live to hold communion 
With all that is divine, 
To feel there is a union 
*Twixt nature’s heart and mine ;, 
To profit by affliction, 
Reap truth from fields of fiction, 
Grow wiser from conviction 
And fulfil each great design. 
I live for those who love me, 
For those who know me true, 
For the heaven that smiles above me, 
And awaits my spirit too; 
For the wrong that needs resistance, 
For the cause that lacks assistance, 
For the rurure in the distance, 
And the good that I can do, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
FROM VERMONT. 
Putney Commune, July 27, 1853. 

—Feeling very sensible of God’s love 
and good will, which has been manifested 
towards me since my residence in Putney, 
Ihave thought it would be a privilege 
to give some testimony of it publicly.— 
IT can truly say, that at no time of my 
life, have I been more conscious of the 
favor of God, or enjoyed myself better, 
than since I came here; faith and love I 
am sure are growing in my heart, and 
supplanting unbelief, egotism, and every- 
thing that would prevent the free flow 
of God’s life and love to me. I find it a 
very easy and an unbounded source of 
happiness and comfort to trust in God, 
not only for future enjoyment, but for all 
present good. Ican rely on him under 
all circumstances as a kind and loving 
Parent; he is easy ot access, and I am as- 
sured he is pleased to have me ask for, 
and to give me such things as I need.— 
I am sensible of his forbearance and pa- 
tience towards my weaknesses and failings; 
and feel that He is seeking to overcome 
them by the influx into me, of his own 
Spirit and life. I am exceedingly thank- 
ful to God for the gift of contentment; I 
never realized so perfect contentment, as 
I have enjoyed for a few months past; I 
feel satisfied with God, with myself, and 
with all my circumstances, only desiring 
to improve as God shall give grace and 





——_ 


perience and education, I can think of no 
place, or condition, that I should prefer 
to the one I now occupy. Such content- 
ment I prize as one of the choicest gifts ot 
heaven. 

Iam grateful to God for the freedom 
I enjoy—freedom to follow the instincts 
of my interior nature. The fear of com- 
ing to want, (that great tyrant which 
enslaves the world,) has lost all power 
over me; the assurance that I have a rich 
Father, who will withhold from me no 
good thing, sets my heart at rest. Those 
usurpers, disease and death, cannot make 
me fear. Christ, to whom I have commit- 
ted the keeping of myself, will defend me 
so far as is for my good. I thank God for 
giving me a home in a community of lov- 
ing brothers and sisters, who are a hun- 
dred times dearer to me than any mere 
earthly relations could be. They are all 
earnest souls of like faith with myself, 
whose education and refinement (in many 
respects) is superior to my own, and ot 
whom I consider it a privilege to learn, — 

There are many more blessings I enjoy; 
but I will only add, that I am thankful 
for a thankful, rejoicing spirit, which is 
one of the choicest favors of God. In 
view of the gifts and favors God has 
so richly bestowed on me, it awakens in 
my heart a strong desire to know how I 
am to make suitable returns to God for 
all his benefits. I think it due to the 
truth that I here testify, that for all I 
enjoy, I am indebted to J. H. Noyes, 
more than to any other human agency. 

Joun ABBOTT. 


Putney Commune, July 24, 1853. 

—Personal feeling is fast giving place 
to the Community-feeling, for which I am 
thankful. My prayer is, that I may be 
swallowed up in the oneness of the body 
of Christ—that his life may flow through 
all the members of his body, the church, 
making that body a unit. As he and 
the Father are one, so he prayed that 
they whom the Father had given him, 
the church, might all be one in him and 
in the Father—might be ‘made perfect in 
one.’ In this, ‘he will see of the travail 
of his soul, and be satisfied,’ 
I have had much satisfaction lately, in 
understanding the causes of suffering — 
As natural death causes much pain and 
suffering, so the dying out of the spirit- 
ual causes of death which are in us, must 
naturally produce trouble and commotion 
in the system. But how great a satisfac- 
tion it is to see and feel that these evils 
can die, and be purged out, one after an- 
other, without destroying the whole body. 
For these evils, having been brought on 
human nature by the fall, no more nec- 
cessarily belong to it than the defects 
in a tree or plant, caused by insects. 
And if these defects or diseased parts can 
be cut out, and the wound healed (as we 
see they can be) why should the tree be 
cut down? The life of Christ can purge 
out of us all evils, and quicken our bodies. 
This quickening, resurrection life, I con- 
fess in me strong enough to make me 
more than conqueror through him that 
loved me, and gave himself for me. See- 
ing what glorious promises we have, sure- 
ly we can ‘ rejoice evermore’ and ‘in every- 
thing give thanks,’ knowing that all things 
work together for good to us who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ. C. ELuis. 


Putney, July 27, 1853. 





Dear Mrs. N 
Tliough it is a long time since I have 
addressed you by letter, my spirit often 
meets you, and [ enjoy seasons of comfort 
and refreshing incommunion with you. 
My heart has often indited something to 
send you on paper. The cross of Christ 
and the Second Coming, were always sub- 
jects of deep interest to me, but never so 
much asnow. Though I had been a firm 
believer for years, that Christ came im- 
mediately after the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, releasing us from carnal ordinances, 
yet I never realized the efficacy of it as 
a resurrection fact as after reading the 





ability. In the present state ot my ex- 


discussions in the paper last winter. They 





threw a flood of light on the subject and 
helped me to understand our relations to 
the Primitive church, and their capacity 
as vehicles of God’s grace to us. Indeed 
the doctrine of the Second Coming has 
such a vital connection with all other 
truth we hold dear, if this could be proved 
false, we might well say our faith is vain. 
But thank God we have no fears of such 
a possibility. 

The article in the 20th No. of the Cir- 
cular, headed ‘ The Great Obstruction to 
Faith,’ was the word of the Lord to me, 
and I might say, every Circular is—for I 
always find something that hits my case 
with power. The last piece in the 66th 
No., I received as though it was written 
tome. I should be glad to know who is so 
much like me, as to need that exhortation. 

The reason of my writing now, is part- 
ly to send the enclosed letter which I 
lately received from M. Wilson; having 
read it to the believers here, they were 
pleased with the spirit of it; and pro- 
posed that I should send it to you. 

Yours in sincerity, © Fanny Lorp. 


The following is the letter alluded to in the 
communication above : 

Chicopee Falls, July 11, 1853. 

Dear Sister L Let me tell you 
that my love to you, and the Community 
in Putney, is still increasing ; although I 
have felt at times, in comparison, like the 
lonely hill of corn I planted in my back 
yard, shaded by hollyhocks, pale, puny, 
and differing little in looks from weeds 
—but go to it, take hold of it, and there 
is proof that it is corn. I know there is 
a fixed principle in my heart to love and 
serve God; and Iam fully resolved to im- 
prove the grace given me, by testifying 
my belief in the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
that the gift of God in his Son is eternal 
life; that Christ was manifested to destroy 
the works of the devil, death, and all its 
train of evils; that he has already come 
the second time; and that he manifests 
himself to the children of God as he does 
not to the world. 

After having received J. H. N.’s wri- 
tings as a free gift for about eight years, I 
feel truly thankful to the donors, and 
thank God for their labor of love and care 
for one so unworthy. I have been greatly 
blessed and comforted while reading them, 
and I embrace them as the truth sanc- 
tioned by the word of God. I love the 
criticisms in the Circular. They are tru- 
ly heart-searching, and assist me greatly 
in finding out the lurking places of Sa- 
tan. I find Satan a hard customer, who 
has not manners enough to go without 
driving; but in the strength of the Lord, 
and with the encouragement he has given 
me from the victories won by brothers and 
sisters, I will scout him till I can say the 
victory is mine. 

My writing will show for itself that I 
have many calls to attend to. I have had 
8 in my family all winter; am at work till 
11 o’clock at night, and arise at 4 o’clock 
in the morning. But I am not ashamed 
to confess the gospel of Christ; and I feel 
it my duty to testify that the fruits of 
believing on him are, love, joy, peace, life, 
health, and strength to perform any duty 
laid upon us; and that these fruits can be 
given and received ‘from faith to faith’ by 
the faithful in Christ Jesus. 

I take more liberty in writing to you 
than I could to others—for you are best 
acquainted with what I have to encoun- 
ter. It shall be my constant aim to wait 
upon God and his people in such a way 
as to continually lay up in store a good 
foundation for the time to come, Give 
my love to all your family, and to the 
household of faith. Yours, &c., 

Meuita WItson. 








(The letter which follows is a good specimen of the effects of 
the diseipline of the school of Christ, in overcoming obstrue- 
tions. and helping the growth of confidence and love one toward 
another, in cases where there was formerly irritation and lack of 
fellowship.] of 

Putney, July 17, 1853. 
Dear Bro. B.—Yourexpressions of love 
and remembrance, in the letter you sent 





by Mr. L., were very gratifying to me, and 








a cause of thankfulnes to our heavenly 
Father. I have had a special desire, and 
prayer to God particularly within the last 
year, that he would cause true brother- 
ly love and unity between us. I feel 
therefore like noticing and cherishing in 
my heart every emotion that tends in 
that direction. I have seen that in order 
for me to cultivate love and fellowship 
with you, a strong spirit or principality 
must be overcome, that has formerly tried 
to make us chafe with and think evil of 
each other; that would obscure what was 
good, and set us to looking at each other’s 
faults. At least Iam sure that such a 
spirit has seriously affected me, and caused 
me long and tedious conflicts. Hence every 
victory that is gained over that principal- 
ity, I consider great cause for thankful- 
ness and rejoicing. 

I think our experience in ‘New York 
Perfectionism,’ was peculiarly calculated 
to make us sharp and ready in discerning 
evil; but we lacked the love which alone 
would enable us to overcome evil. I am 
now fully satisfied, however, that under 
the influence of the truth and the instruc- 


tions of our school, the heavenly element 


of meekness and love, and of faith with- 
out fanaticism, are being abundantly de- 
veloped in us. 

Love, I know, is the gift of God: he has 
rightfully the control of our affections: 
and it is only by receiving his Spirit that 
we can love truly. By the gift of Christ 
we are made partakers of God’s eternal 
love—are born of the spirit of love: and by 
the cultivation and growth of his love in 
our hearts, we shall become mighty in that 
all-conquering element:—able to subdue 
hatred, selfishness, and every spirit that 
is opposed to the unity of the family of 
heaven. I believe love to be the strongest 
element in the universe; and that by it 
Satan will be driven from the world, and 
the earth redeemed from selfishness and 
suffering. J pray therefore for love—to 
be filled with, and for ever governed by, 
the love of Christ,—such love as he has 
for the church. 

I feel thankful for the increasing evi- 
dence I have of the work of God in you; 
and rejoice in believing that all the trial 
and suffering we have caused each other, 
will be only the measure of the pleasure 
and happiness we shall take in each other. 
May we not expect that where sin has 
abounded, grace shall much more abound. 
Through the confession of Christ, we are 
victorious, and shall be so forever. To 


him be all the glory. J. A, 





—Christ’s spirit is an element of suc- 
cess; and it is because he is humble 
enough, not to undertake what he cannot 
do, and bold enough to undertake all that 
he can do. ‘Of the increase of his gov- 
vernmert and peace there shall be no 
end.’ And instead of simply waiting on 
his patronage to make us successful, it is 
for us to go over into partnership with 
him in that spirit that insures success. 
If we are modest and honest and wise 
enough to know our own powers, and the 
possibilities of our circumstances—if our 
life and wisdom, our enterprise and pru- 
dence exactly balance each other, we 
shall always make sure moves. 








—The greatest man will be the one who has 
the greatest capacity for humility: whoever has 
the talent to descend the lowest, he will be able 
to ascend the highest. 





> 

Co Correspondents. 

a4 A person sends us a dollar from Boston, No.7. Ring- 
gold Street, desiring the paper for himself, and also fur another 
in W. Yarmouth, Mass., but neglecting at last to sign his 
name. We shall direct a eopy to the Yarmouth subscriber 
aecording to order, and one to ‘No. 7 Ringgold St.,’ until we 
hear further. Subscribers will save themselves and us trouble 
by giving the name and residenee in every case clearly. 








Lerrers Receivep.—S. A. Spencer; H. B 
French; D. Long; M. L. Scott; R. Smith; J.J 
Franks ; M. Long.; H. N. Leet. 
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